Our Lady & S* Philip Neri Church

NEWSLETTER

19" September 2021: Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time (B)

CHRIST MUST DIE A SHAMEFUL DEATH

5, hen Jesus explained to his followers that he must die a shameful death,

& they did not understand him. In the same way, we do not understand

% suffering, even though we are surrounded by it. When we accept and carry our
" cross, we discover a peace that the world cannot give.

Fr Regis Rubaya regisrubaya@rcaos.org.uk
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‘ The Son of Man will be delivered. If anyone wants to be first, he must make himself servant of all.

We Welcome Fr John Mudereri,
Fr Joe O’Connor & Bishop Pat Lynch
Mass Times, Intentions & Feast Days
Sat 18  First Mass of Sunday
18:30 Levi Ernest-Morrison RIP & his family
Sun 19 & Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time (B)
09.30 Thanksgiving for Jean & Pauline’s families
11.00 Tashawn Tyreese Anthony Watt RIP and his family
Mon 20  Saint Andrew Kim Tae-gon, Paul Chdng Ha-sang and
Companions
09.30 For All Souls in Purgatory
Rosary
Tue 21 Saint  Matthew
09.30 Eileen Sharpe RIP
Rosary
Wed 22
09.30 Rev T. Sullivan RIP
Rosary
Thu 23  Saint Pius of Pietrelcina [Padre Pio]
09:30 Intention of Euphrasie
Rosary
Fri 24 Our Lady of Walsingham
09.30 Intention of Sylvia & George Lakey
Exposition
Sat 25
09.30 People of the Parish
18:30 First Mass of Sunday
Mrs Eufrasia Rubaya
Sun 26 & Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time (B)
09.30 Birthday Intention for Baffour Nyarko
11.00 Bernadette & Sean Lally RIP
LAST WEEK
Offertory Gift Aided £169 * Not Gift Aided £307
2" Collection  Catholic Education Service £300
Mass Count  Sat 18:30 (50) » Sun 09.30 (99), 11.00 (85)
THIS WEEK 2" Collection: Home Mission Day
NEXT WEEK 2" Collection: Pew Kneelers
DONATING
Gift Aid Tax payers, please sign up. We receive an extra 25p for
every £1 you donate. Visit www.olspn.church for details.
Tap to Donate Payment Machine in Church Foyer or www.olspn.church
Standing Order Please contact the parish house for details.
Cheques Payable to RCAS St. Philip Neri Sydenham
CONTACTS
Treasurer David Simpson ¢ sydenhamtreasurer@rcaos.org.uk
Secretary Steve Pearce ¢ (9 am-12 noon, Mon to Fri)
0208 778 9460  sydenham@rcaos.org.uk
Catholic Club  Margaret Doherty « 07930 889632
Hall Enquiries Praetorium (Rita / Conor) * 01372 457651

Gospel Reflection

In today’s Gospel, we hear Jesus again predict his passion,
death, and Resurrection to his disciples. The setting here is
important. Jesus and his disciples are preparing to journey
through Galilee, a Jewish territory in which Jesus has
already encountered problems with the Pharisees. Perhaps
this is why Mark indicates that Jesus was trying to journey
in secret. In predicting his passion, Jesus is acknowledging
the danger they will face and is trying to prepare his
disciples for it. Yet Mark tells us the disciples did not
understand what Jesus was saying and were afraid to ask
what he meant. Such hesitation on the part of the disciples
is not characteristic behaviour. Peter had no fear about
rebuking Jesus in last week’s Gospel. Perhaps this is an
indication that the disciples were aware that a new situation
was emerging.

Mark paints a vivid picture in today’s Gospel. Having arrived
at Capernaum, Jesus and his disciples enter a house. In this
private place, Jesus asks his disciples about the argument
they had while they were journeying. Again, the disciples
are uncharacteristically silent and afraid to answer. They
have been found out. Jesus then summons the Twelve,
whom Mark identified earlier in his Gospel as those chosen
by Jesus to preach and to drive out demons. To this select
group of disciples, Jesus teaches those who would be first
in God’s kingdom must be servants of all.

Jesus then calls forward a child and teaches the Twelve that
to receive a child in Jesus’ name is to receive both Jesus
and the One who sent him. We might easily fail to
understand the significance of this action. In first-century
Palestine, children were without status or power,
possessing no legal rights. In this action, Jesus is teaching
his disciples and us that when we serve the least ones
among us, we serve Jesus himself. Who are the people
without power or status in our society that Jesus is calling
us to serve? Do we do so willingly? Jesus teaches that
God’s judgment of us will be based on this criterion alone.

The Archbishop’s Certificate

The Archbishop’s Certificate (ArchCert) is an online course
for all in Southwark who wish to know their Catholic faith
more deeply. Participants will take a two-year journey
through the Church’s teaching to understand their faith in a
more profound way and be able to share it with both
confidence and joy. The course will commence in October
2021 and the cost will be £365 per year. Registration must
be completed in advance. Further details can be found
here: https://aec.rcaos.org.uk/archcert
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

| am the salvation of the people, says the Lord. Should
they cry to me in any distress, | will hear them, and |
will be their Lord for ever.

GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to
people of good will. We praise you, we bless you, we
adore you, we glorify you, we give you thanks for your
great glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty
Father. Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord
God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away
the sins of the world, have mercy on us; you take away
the sins of the world, receive our prayer; you are
seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on
us. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the
Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with
the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

FIRST READING - Wisdom 2: 12, 17-20

The godless say to themselves: ‘Let us lie in wait for
the virtuous man, since he annoys us and opposes our
way of life, reproaches us for our breaches of the law
and accuses us of playing false to our upbringing. ‘Let
us see if what he says is true, let us observe what kind
of end he himself will have. If the virtuous man is God’s
son, God will take his part and rescue him from the
clutches of his enemies. Let us test him with cruelty
and with torture, and thus explore this gentleness of his
and put his endurance to the proof. Let us condemn
him to a shameful death since he will be looked after —
we have his word for it.’

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM - Psalm 53
R. The Lord upholds my life.

SECOND READING - James 3: 16 - 4: 3

Wherever you find jealousy and ambition, you find
disharmony, and wicked things of every kind being
done; whereas the wisdom that comes down from
above is essentially something pure; it also makes for
peace, and is kindly and considerate; it is full of
compassion and shows itself by doing good; nor is
there any trace of partiality or hypocrisy in it.
Peacemakers, when they work for peace, sow the
seeds which will bear fruit in holiness.

Where do these wars and battles between yourselves
first start? Isn't it precisely in the desires fighting inside
your own selves? You want something and you haven’t
got it; so you are prepared to kill. You have an ambition
that you cannot satisfy; so you fight to get your way by
force. Why you don’t have what you want is because
you don’t pray for it; when you do pray and don’t get it,
it is because you have not prayed properly, you have
prayed for something to indulge your own desires.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

| am the light of the world, says the Lord,
anyone who follows me will have the light of life.

Alleluia!

GOSPEL - Mark 9: 30-37

Jesus and his disciples made their way through Galilee;
and he did not want anyone to know, because he was
instructing his disciples; he was telling them, ‘The Son
of Man will be delivered into the hands of men; they will
put him to death; and three days after he has been put
to death he will rise again.” But they did not understand
what he said and were afraid to ask him.

They came to Capernaum, and when he was in the
house he asked them, ‘What were you arguing about on
the road?’ They said nothing because they had been
arguing which of them was the greatest. So he sat
down, called the Twelve to him and said, ‘If anyone
wants to be first, he must make himself last of all and
servant of all.” He then took a little child, set him in front
of them, put his arms round him, and said to them,
‘Anyone who welcomes one of these little children in
my name, welcomes me; and anyone who welcomes
me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.’

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH

| believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible.

| believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten
Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made. For us men and for
our salvation he came down from heaven, and by the
Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and
became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he
suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the
third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with
the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets.

| believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. |
confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and |
look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life
of the world to come. Amen.




