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Tth December 2025: © 2nd Sunday Of Advent

Mass book: P85

Preface:l, P 65

Eucharistic Prayer Ill, P28

9.30am Hymns at the back of this Newsletter: Entrance:

Offertory: Post-Communion: Recessional

11.00

Gathering 97, Entrance 94, Kyrie 488, Gospel Acc Prepare the way, Offertory 16/88, Sanctus 490, Memorial Accl 492"
Save us Saviour, Communion 78 , Post communion 892, Final 883

Mass Times, Intentions & Feast Days
SAT 6th Saturday of the 1st Sunday of Advent

09.30 Mass: Francis Zahringe RIP
10:00  Rosary
18.30  Mass: First Mass of 2nd Sunday of Advent

Charles Dean RIP
SUN7thSecondSundayofAdvent .................................
9.30 Mass: Rose Zinder's Intention
1.00 Mass: Richard Marbaix

MON 8th The Immaculate Conception Of The Blessed

Virgin Mary
09.30  Mass: Joachim & Mary D'Souza RIP
10.00  Rosary
14.00  Carol Service
TUESSth ........................................................................
09.30  Mass: Anna Harris
10.00  Rosary
WED 10th
09.30  Mass: For those who are ill - Well Being
10.00  Rosary
THURS]lth ....................................................................
09.30  Mass: Mary & Albert Gracey RIP
10:00  Rosary
FRI]Zth ..............................................................................
09.30  Mass: Josephine & Albert Lowell RIP
10:00  Rosary

SAT 13th Saint Lucy, Virgin & Martyr

09.30 Mass: Josephine Galea RIP
10:00  Rosary
18.30  Mass: First Mass of Third Sunday of Advent

Martin & Nona Connelly RIP

SUN 14th Third Sunday of Advent
9.30 Mass: Anne, William, Elizabeth Doran
1.00 Mass: Rachel Matthews RIP

If you request for yourself or an immediate family
member to be listed in the Parish Newsletter, please
send an email to: gregoryackron@rcaos.org.uk.

Please Pray for the wellbeing of:

Ann Baker, Henry & Philomena Hutcheon, Nkechi Roberts,
Margaret Doherty, Kathleen Edkins, Germani Vemalaragni,
Steven Pearce, Carol Bonehill, Kamila Silke, Elizabeth De
Masi, Matilda Ogutu, Irene Clark, Heather Browne

Please Pray for those who have died recently:

Francis Ighodard Okoh, Margaret Healy, Thomasina
French, Rose Green, Fr Michael Kouadjo (Pauline’s brother),
James (Jim) Darmody, Ann Manly-Rollings, Giorgina Mabea,
Albert James McElroy, Etelvina Rodrigues, Ann Maria
Jalees, Sam Lowell, Tony Rawsthorne, Adam Taylor, Iris
Scott

Sick & Housebound

If your neighbour or anyone you know is unable to attend
mass because they are in poor health, please let Fr
Gregory know and he will take them Holy Communion.

Catholic Women Praying Together (CWPT)

Join CWPT Group at Our Lady & St. Philp Neri Church
every 4th Sunday of the Month, after 11 am Mass. See you
all there.

Dates are as follows:

December (No meeting)

Catholic Institute Training and Workshops

Every parishioner, as well as teachers and parents in our
school, has free and unlimited access to the workshops
created by the world-renowned Catechetical Institute.
From Scripture to parenting workshops, to catechetical
training and mentoring, there is something for everyone.
For information on how to register your free account visit:
https://aec.rcacs.org.uk/franciscan
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Dates & Events
14th December - Christmas Festive Feast after 1.00 Mass
T4th December- Christingle 3pm

Sacrament of Reconciliation

There will be confessions before and after each Mass
(except on Sundays) throughout Advent.

Sydenham Catholic Social Club
Just nearby in Watlington Grove - 2 minutes walk.

Available for hire at weekends, during the week for
celebrations, funerals, any special occasions or
business use.

Call Mags on 07930 889632

The Club opens for drinks and socialising with friends at
weekends. Come and join us on Fridays at 7-11pm,
Saturdays 4pm to 12.00am ( live music) and Sundays
12.00 noon - 1pm

WOODEN LOGS

Do you need any logs this winter? There is a small
supply of them in the front garden of the church.
Please help yourself. First come first served!

CHRISTMAS FEAST
All tickets for this event on Sunday 14 December @ 12.30pm
are now sold out!

HELPERS REQUIRED TO SET UP THE HALL

We require help to set up the hall for the Christmas Feast.
This will take place on Saturday 15 December starting @
8.30pm.

Please email: robertherol@hotmail.com if you can help.

GIFT AIDERS

Can you remember your Gift Aid number? When you
use Gift Aid envelopes for special and second collec-
tions, you must write your Gift Aid number on the en-
velope.

If you have forgotten your number, please email the
treasurer on sydenhamtreasurer@rcaos.org.uk

with your full name and he will reply with your num-
ber.

Offertory:
Cash collections
Gift Aided: £148, Not Gift Aided: £351
Second Collection: £.00 Gift Aided
Second Collection: £.00 Not Gift Aided
Standing Orders Gift Aid Av week £433

Monthly Card Donations
Gift Aided: £133, Non Gift Aided: £174

Sat 6.30: 43
Sun 09.30: 83, 11.00: 100

Mass Count:

Second Collection
Last week: None
This week: None
Next week: None

Gift Aid: Tax payers, please sign up, using the white
envelopes at the back of the church, so we can claim
25p for every £1donated.

Card: Card Machine in Church foyer or
www.olspn.church

Standing Order: Email Treasurer for details.

Cheque: Payable to 'RCAS Sydenham'

Contact

David Simpson  Treasurer:
sydenhamtreasurer@rcaos.org.uk

Steven Pearce  Secretary: currently on sick leave

sydenham@rcaos.org.uk
Margaret Doherty Catholic Club: 07930 88 9632
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Tth December 2025: © 2nd Sunday of Advent

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

0 people of Sion, behold, the Lord will come to save the nations, and the
Lord will make the glory of his voice heard in the joy of your heart.

COLLECT

Almighty and merciful God, may no earthly undertaking hinder those who
set out in haste to meet your Son, but may our learning of heavenly wisdom
gain us admittance to his company. Who lives and reigns with you in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.

Amen

FIRST READING - Isaiah 11:1-10
On that day:

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from
his roots shall bear fruit. And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the
Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the
Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. And his delight shall be in the
fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide
disputes by what his ears hear, but with righteousness he shall judge the
poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike
the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall
kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and
faithfulness the belt of his loins.

The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the
young goat, and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a
little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze; their young
shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing
child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child shall put
his hand on the adder's den. They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy
mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the
waters cover the sea.

In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples —
of him shall the nations enquire, and his resting-place shall be glorious.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God

RESPONSORIAL PSALM - Psalm 71
R. In his days shall justice flourish, and great peace for ever.

1. 0God, give your judgement to the king,
to a king's son your justice,
that he may judge your peaple in justice,
and your poor in right judgement. R.

2. In his days justice shall flourish,
and great peace till the moon is no more.
He shall rule from sea to sea,
from the River to the bounds of the earth. R.

3. For he shall rescue the needy when they cry,
the poor who have no one to help.
He will have pity on the weak and the needy,
and save the lives of the needy. R.

4. May his name endure for ever,
his name continue like the sun.
Every tribe shall be blest in him,
all nations shall call him blessed. R.

SECOND READING - Romans 15:4-9

Brothers and sisters: Whatever was written in former days was written for
our instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of

the Scriptures we might have hope. May the God of endurance and
encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in
accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice glorify the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore welcome one another
as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.

For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show
God's truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the
patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy.
As it is written, ‘Therefore | will praise you among the Gentiles, and sing to
your name.’

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God

ACCLAMATION BEFORE THE GOSPEL

Alleluia, alleluia. Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight; all
flesh shall see the salvation of God. Alleluia.

GOSPEL - Matthew 3:1-12

In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea,
‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. For this is he who was
spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, ‘The voice of one crying in
the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.”’

Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt round his
waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all
Judea and all the region about the Jordan were going out to him, and they
were baptised by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. But when
he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he
said to them, 'You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath
to come? Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not presume to say
to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our father”, for | tell you, God is able
from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. Even now the axe is
laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.
‘| baptise you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is
mightier than I, whose sandals | am not worthy to carry. He will baptise you
with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will
clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff
he will burn with unquenchable fire.’

The Gospel of the Lord

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

Be pleased, 0 Lord, with our humble prayers and offerings, and, since we
have no merits to plead our cause, come, we pray, to our rescue with the
protection of your mercy. Through Christ our Lord.

Amen
COMMUNION ANTIPHON

Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights, and behold the joy which
comes to you from God.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Replenished by the food of spiritual nourishment, we humbly beseech you,
0 Lord, that, through our partaking in this mystery, you may teach us to

judge wisely the things of earth and hold firm to the things of heaven.
Through Christ our Lord.

Amen



